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Penalty for the Breach of Article 72 
Law Number 19 of 2002 
On Copyrights 


1. Any person who deliberately and without any right conducts any act 
referred to under Article 2 paragraph (1) or Article 49 paragraphs (1) and 
(2) shall be subjected to imprisonment of at least 1 (one) month and/or 
a fine of at least Rp1,000,000.00 (one million rupiah), or imprisonment 
of no longer than 7 (seven) years and/or a fine of a maximum 
Rp5,000,000,000.00 (five billion rupiah). 


2. Any person who deliberately broadcasts, exhibits, distributes, or sells to 
the public a work or goods resulting from an infringement of copyright 
or related rights as referred to in Paragraph (1) shall be subjected to an 
imprisonment of a maximum of 5 (five) years and/or a fine of a maximum 
Rp500,000,000.00 (five hundred million rupiah). 
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“What I want in life is to see Indonesians improve 
themselves, my children grow to be good people, 
and ensuring that I am good before God." 
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Lam a man Who 

gives the 

utmost energy 

and the spirit 
d of never 

surrender of 

a brave fighter 

at my work 

arena. | work 

tirelessly spending 

uncountable hours 

to reach my goal. 
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PRESIDEN 
REPUBLIK INDONESIA 
KATA PEMBUKAAN 
PRESIDEN REPUBLIK INDONESIA 


Pengalaman hidup seseorang merupakan pelajaran yang sangat berharga, Dengan 
membaca pengalaman yang dikisahkan dalam sebuah biografi, generasi muda dapat 
mengambil pelajaran mengenai perjalanan hidup, pemikiran dan sbategi seorang tokoh. 
Bkografi yang fterkisahkan dengan baik Bdak hanya memberikan pengetahuan dan 
pembelajaran kisah hidup bagi pembacanya, namun juga mampu menginspirasi untuk 
bekerja, berjuang, dan berbakti. 

Saya menyambut baik terbilnya buku biografi Dato Sri Prof, Ox. Tahir, MBA yang 
berjudul “Liing Sacifos” Buku ini mengisahkan pengalaman, kerja keras, dan keuletan 
Saudara Tahir, Melalui kerja keras, puncak kebarhasilan bukan suatu had yang mustahil 
untuk diraih, Saudara Tahir yang dilahirkan dari keluarga sederhana tidak hanya berhasi 
menempuh jenjang pendidikan tertinggi tapi membangun usaha yang besar di #ingkat 
nasional dan internasional, 

Buku bidgrah seperti ini, sejatinya merupakan jendela bagi para pembaca untuk 
dapat mengetahui perjalanan hidup seerang anak bangsa. Perjalanan hidup yang 
seringkali bdak mudah dan juga mengedepankan #53 reiglusitas, nelasi sosial, dan 
kerrharndirian. 


Saya berharap, buku ini dapat menjadi Inspirasi kita untuk terus bekerja dan 
berkarya untuk kebaikan bagi sesama. 


JAKARTA, AGUSTUS 2015 
PRESIDEN REPUBLIK INDONESIA 


Hati 
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Bill Gates 


“| was inspired 
by his dedication.” 


il: and I met for the first time at the Abu Dhabi Global Vaccine 
Summit in 2013, where we announced his significant gift of S25 million for 
polio eradication. I was impressed by Tahir's life story, his path to business 
success, and his generosity and commitment to philanthropy. 

In 2013, Tahir and I spent time together in Seattle. We talked a lot 
about philanthropy. At one point, Tahir suggested that we could encourage 
greater giving from business leaders in Indonesia. When I asked him how, 
he said that he would lead an effort to bring a group of business people 
together to create an Indonesian Health Fund that would raise $100 
million to support neglected diseases in his country. I was inspired by his 
dedication. That day, | committed to match what he raised to double the 
impact of those who joined him. 

What Tahir did is a great dedication. The world is entering a golden 
age of philanthropy. I think it is human nature to want to help people who 
are suffering—when you can see the suffering. Technology is making it 
easier to see people who are struggling, whether they live in your own 
community or halfway around the world. That's one reason why generosity 
is growing. Whether it is through volunteering time or giving money, 
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people recognize their role as global citizens and see that they have many 
ways of helping others. 

| believe philanthropy can change the world. One thing that I am 
particularly proud of is the Giving Pledge. Warren Buffett, my wife (Melinda) 
and I started the Giving Pledge to encourage others with great wealth to 
give back to society. Today, more than 125 individuals have joined us and 
have pledged to commit at least half of their wealth to philanthropy. I am 
honored that Tahir has joined the Giving Pledge with us. 

For Melinda and me, we knew that we would give a majority of our 
wealth away but we weren't sure what our focus would be. So first we 
had to find our focus. At the beginning, we spent a lot of time learning 
and talking to others about where we could have the most impact. We 
recognized that our passion was in translating technology and innovation 
into tools that could reduce ineguities. That led us to focus our giving in 
global health, issues around development, and education in the United 
States. This path took time and we made lots of investments along the way 
that we learned from. 
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Not everyone's path will be the same. The key is to focus on issues and 
ideas that interest you—when you do that, you will naturally want to get 
even more involved. You should get joy from your giving. 

If you're going to have an impact, you have to collaborate with others. 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation focuses on partnerships—with 
individuals, foundations, governments, and civil society—because none 
of us can surmount these intractable problems alone. I am proud of our 
collaboration with Tahir, which focuses primarily on improving health in 
Indonesia. Together, we are supporting the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria—in Indonesia, we're able to expand services to 
tackle these diseases. Additionally, we co-funded some work to strengthen 
Indonesia's family planning programs to ensure that women have access 
to knowledge and tools to plan their families. Globally, we're working 
together to eradicate polio—with thanks to Tahir, his son Jonathan, and 
the Indonesian Health Fund, we are close to eradicating this debilitating 
and sometimes deadly disease. 

As Indonesia becomes more prosperous, it will get less development 
aid from international partners. While it's a good sign economically 
for Indonesia, it will mean there is less money to support critical health 
and education services for Indonesians living in poverty. This is where 
philanthropy can play a role. Philanthropic giving in Indonesia among all 
people is increasing. If this emerging giving can be channeled to effective 
programs with real impact, we will see a generation of families lifted out of 
poverty. Children will be educated and will have opportunities their parents 
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may not have had. Because of this potential, I am excited about the future 
of philanthropy in Indonesia. 

Ive been lucky enough to work with several philanthropists on polio 
eradication, which is a priority for me and our foundation. In 2013, a six- 
year strategic plan was launched to eradicate the disease—the price tag 
for the strategy was $5.5 billion. Governments have traditionally covered 
the majority of costs associated with eradicating polio, with philanthropy 
playing a limited role. But it became clear that governments were not going 
to be able to fund the full $5.5 billion and that philanthropy would need to 
play a bigger role if we were going to erase polio off the face of the earth. 

A group of us—including Tahir, Michael Bloomberg, Larry Ellison, Carlos 
Slim, and others—came together to fund the last mile of eradication. 
Together, this group mobilized nearly $600 million to fund vaccination 
campaigns in polio endemic countries and other countries at the highest 
risk for outbreaks. 

It is fantastic to work with people who are giving their wealth to ensure 
that children around the world are protected from a disabling disease like 
polio. I hope that they will be an inspiration for others to do the same for 
other, conguerable diseases. 

Congratulation for Tahir s biography. Hope this book will inspire people. 
| respect Tahir. I do try to share the joy of giving back—how fun and 
rewarding it is—and some of the lessons Melinda and I have learned so far. 
| hope that will inspire others to give their wealth and their time to lessen 
ineguities globally. 
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Lina Sindawaty 


Tahir s Mother 


“He has had amazing energy 
ever since his childhood.” 


| never thought that Tahir would have accomplished as much as what 
he has now. However, even in his childhood I had a hunch that he would 
grow to be an "unordinary" person. When he was very young, he showed 
courage, determination, consideration and intelligence. He did not easily cry 
like other small children. He did not complain either, although there were 
a lot of concerning aspects in our life. He also understood the meaning of 
responsibility. 

Tahir was raised in suffering. We were terribly poor. In 1952 I had to 
patiently suffer in tears and prayers before I could take him home from 
the hospital after he was born. We did not have any money to pay for the 
hospital expenses. He was exposed to the meaning of suffering even on the 
very first moment he opened his eyes when he came to this world. He grew 
up through numerous painful events. As a family of a smali-scale trishaw 
rental owner, we had our share of being the object of people's contempt. 

As his mother I knew that I could not give him much in terms of materials. 
However, I did not want my son to suffer in vain. I wanted to provide him 
with messages and examples despite our miserable life to let him absorb 
the wisdom and learning about life. 

| taught him four essential elements of life, namely honesty, hard 
work, the will to share, and humility. Honesty makes people trust us and 
facilitates us in leading our life. Hard work will save our life. Sharing will 
make us always strong and powerful. Humility is an attitude that God loves. 
Tahir's father and I acted as his "teacher" 24 hours every day. We might 
have had no wealth. Yet we made it a point to make our children inherit a 
positive attitude in life. Supplied with good academic education and moral 
foundation, we expected that Tahir would make his achievement in life. 
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Our whole family strived hard in order to be able to live decently. Yet in 
such a tough life I tried hard to soften our hearts with prayers and love. Our 
children must not forget God. They also had to love each other. Love would 
allow their enthusiasm to grow well and would create positive feelings. 
Only by that could we continue working together as a team. 

Now Tahir is greatly successful. His late father would definitely be smiling 
proudly from up above. When he was alive he once told me to tell Tahir 
to replace him as the head of the family after he passed away. Tahir has 
managed to carry out his father's message perfectly. He protects and loves 
his mother. He cares and loves his two sisters very much. He supports his 
in-laws and he takes care of his nephews and nieces. He has proven himself 
a good and inspirational son, husband, parent, brother, and uncle for us. He 
has sacrificed his whole life for the interest of our lives. 

At my 84 years of age now I still enjoy my struggle alongside Tahir. | 
work as a Head of Bank Mayapada Branch Office. I do my work similarly 
with the others, from morning to afternoon. It makes me feel “alive”. 
Both of us consider our work activity not as a burden, but as a wonderful 
opportunity from God. 

| do hope that Tahir can share a brighter light for the people at large. 
He has managed to take advantage of the suffering in his childhood and 
turned it into great significance. 

| love you, Tahir. 
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The Expression of Gratitude 


Ike development of my life has been supported by extraordinary figures 
who gave me strength in times of trouble. What I enjoy today is due to a 
series of events that I have undergone. While striving under various facets 
of life, in addition to my loving family, God also sent me terrific figures as 
friends, aids, and moral supporters. They will never be forgotten all my life 
through. The sweet memories I shared with them will stay with me until my 
last breath. 

Allow me to express my deepest gratitude to the following extraordinary 
figures: 


The Late Nasrudin Sumintapura 

Former Indonesian Ambassador for the European Union Community 

and Former Undersecretary for Finance. 

He has been highly instrumental to my success with his endorsement 
to Bank Indonesia that made it possible for the incorporation of Bank 
Mayapada. The trust that he had for my capability of establishing and 

operating a bank made it possible for Bank Mayapada to start operating. 
In 1997 when the country was hit by monetary crisis, we asked him to 
join us at Bank Mayapada as a Commissioner. With his position, 
he contributed invaluable ideas for us. 


The Late Paian Nainggolan 
Former Director General of International Trade. 
He contributed to the growth of Bank Mayapada at the start. 
He has given us such an incredible dedication. 


Mochtar Riady 
My father-in-law, best friend, and an amazing figure. 
He has provided me with a platform to do business. 
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So much knowledge, philosophy, and guidance that he has given 
to me. Without Mochtar Riady, there would never be any Tahir 
in the business arena in Indonesia. 


Wiryono 
An official at the Directorate General of Customs and Excise who did 
me a miraculous favor when I first started my business. 
He gave me a loan in substantially large amount without any document 
Or receipt at all. He was so sincere and trusting. 


Kumhal Djamil 
Former Director General of National and International Trade 
who was also a Founder of Bank Mayapada. 
| owe him indescribable gratitude for his contribution in facilitating 
the early journey of Bank Mayapada. With his valuable contribution 
this bank has been able to fare satisfactorily. 


Djoni Lesmana 
A best friend and a very loyal one throughout. 
He has helped me a lot by providing me with the capital for 
Mayapada Group. He is an excellent financial advisor who has 
a major role in the growth of Mayapada Group. 


Aryanto Agusmulyo 
A financial advisor who has been very instrumental for the success of 
Mayapada Group. At the moment he owns an accounting firm, 
RSM AAJ Associate, one of the big five major ones in Indonesia. 
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PROLOGUE 


LIFE IS A STRUGGLE 


IT WAS NOT EASY FOR ME TO 
DECIDE TO WRITE DOWN 

MY LIFE JOURNEY. FOR DECADES 

| HAD CHOSEN TO COVER UP 

THE TRAUMAS OF MY LIFE AND BE 
GRATEFUL FOR THE GIFIS OF GOD. 
HOWEVER, | REALIZED THAT 
THERE IS SOMETHING | CAN SHARE 
FROM MY LIFE STORY: THE SPIRIT 
AND WILL TO FIGHT. 
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'm an open person. When asked about the most 
enjoyable thing in life, my answer is the time when openness 
became an inseparable part of my life, when there is no fear 
to speak up, when there is no emotional torture of being 
held back from disclosing what I like to reveal. Also when 
there is no need of hiding the reality of life. That is my real 
character. I like myself being a person who can take a walk 
with a light heart, meet many people, anyone, and smile 
freely without having to hide a lot of things that may cause 
concern when disclosed. I can show who I really am. That's 
what I am, Tahir. 

| think anyone would want to be like that. So do I. Even 
though openness is my strong desire, there were times when 
| had to lock numerous rooms in my heart to keep matters 
that I thought were inappropriate for others to know. Bitter 
stories, hurtful experience, pressure that I push away from my 
memory. 

Perhaps now I have the courage to talk like this. But 
I'm sure almost all of us hate to keep gloomy stories within 
ourselves. We all want to free ourselves from such. We want 
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